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insect Lachnus Strobus, Fitch. The botanical 
portion deals with a description of the region of 
Ajusco and of Las Cruces explored, with an 
enumeration of the plants collected, as also 
meteorological tables showing the climate of 
Guadalupe, Ajusco, City of Mexico, and Haci- 
enda de Eslava for July, 1895. A description 
of the plants new to the valley of Mexico forms 
a portion of the pamphlet, the following plants 
being noted, Halenia Candida Ramirez and 
Passiflora eslavensis Ramirez. The pamphlet 
closes with a discussion of hydrology of the 
region, in which chemical analyses are shown 
of the potable waters, which might be intro- 
duced into use. 

3. One of the most interesting publications 
recently issued by the National Medical Insti- 
tute, under the auspices of the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the direction of Fernando 
Altamirano, is one dealing with the gradual 
disappearance of Lake Texcoco, which is being 
hastened by the drainage operations now being 
carried forward to completion. The publication 
entitled Estudios referentes a la Desecacibn del 
Lago de Texcoco Aria de 1895, Primer a Parte, is 
one of 126 pages, dealing first with the meteor- 
ology of the region and the rate of evaporation 
from the lake. The second portion deals with 
the fauna of Lake Texcoco, by Prof. Herrera, 
a most interesting study to the biologist ; a dis- 
cussion of the influence of malaria on the 
hygiene of the capital follows, with a descrip- 
tion of the geography and climatology Of the 
lake, presented by Dr. Domingo Orvafianos. 
Accompanying the report are a series of 
graphic tables illustrative of the evaporation 
and meteorology of the lake. 
4. Anales del Institute Medico Nacional. Tomo I. 

Num. 8, Mexico, 1896. 

This number is devoted to Materia Medica, or 
a pharmaceutical description of certain Mexican 
plants, such as : Aristolochia fragrantissima, 
Ruiz., A. fostida, H. B. K., A. odoratissima, L., 
A. anquicida, ~L. , Mihania Houstonis, Wild., M. 
scandens, Wild. , Dorstenia contrayerba, L. , Pluchea, 
odorata, Cav. , Erynguim aquaticum, L. , Poinsettia 
pulcherrima, Graham, and a chemical study of 

Jatropha spatulata. 

John W. Harshberger. 

University of Pennsylvania. 
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